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5 1 
dE HAT the Memory of ſo worthy 
Fa Prelate as Dr. John Hough, late 
Lord Biſhop, of Worceſter, who 


= 


8% of May laſt paſt, may be better known to 
the Riſing Generation, and preſerved in ſome 
meaſure to Future Times; I think it a piece 


of Juſtice due to the Virtues of ſo excellent a 


Perſon, as well as for the Service of the World 
in placing ſuch a Pattern before it for its Imi- 
tation, to recolle& a few Particulars of his 
Exemplary Life: Which, though well-known 
25 B to 
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8 departed out of this Life on the 
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[6] 
to his Friends, may not have fallen under the 


Obſervation of ſeveral other Perſons that were 
leſs acquainted with his Lordſhip. 


[ ſhall here paſs over the former more pri- 
vate Part of his Life, and particularly his pru- 
dent Behaviour in the Family of that Great 
Man, the Firſt Duke of Ormonde, whoſe Do- 
meſtick Chaplain he had the Honour to be, 
and by whom (as I have been credibly in- 
formed) he was juſtly valued and highly 
eſteemed I willingly haſten to that Critical 
Juncture in the Reign of King James the Se- 
cond, when at the Head of a Society, per- 
haps of the beſt-endowed Foundation in Eu- 
rope, St. Mary Magdalen- College in Oxford, 
he made that noble Stand in Behalf of our 


Reformed Religion and our Civil Liberties,. 


which contributed ſo much to the Succeſs of 
our Happy Revolution. It is diſputable in- 
deed, whether he ſhew'd greater Courage 
and Conſtancy, or Prudence and Temper, in 
the Management of ſo important a Conteſt. 
with the miſguided Crown; and whether he 


diſplayed 


"= 


BY 


diſplayed a greater Love of the Liberties of 


his Country in baffling the Inſtruments of an 
illegal Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſion, or Integrity 
and Conſcience, in adhering fo firmly to the 
Statutes of his College and his own Oath, in 
oppoſition to all the Artifices as well as Me- 
naces of an arbitrary Court; in his engaging 
by his weighty Influence the Members of that 
Learned Body to act unanimouſly, and in 
confirming, by his own Example, their Reſo- 
lutions to ſacrifice their Intereſt to their Duty 
on that great Occaſion. Under this Article I 
ſhall only add, that his Lordſhip equally re- 
tained the ſame inviolable Love of his Coun- 
try in all Publick Exigencies whilſt he fat in 
Parliament, and during his Retirement from 
Buſineſs on account of the Infirmities of his 
advanced Age, even to the laſt Moments of 


' his Life. 


As to his Publick Benefactions, they will 
appear in the cleareſt Light, when we conſider 
the ſeveral Stages of the more active Part of 
his Life. Beſides what he expended. on the 

Lodgings. 


[8] 


Lod gings of the Prefident of M. agdalen-Col- 


lege while he enjoyed that Station, he after- 
wards gave the Sum of One Thouſand Pounds, 
as his own grateful Contribution towards the 
new Buildings of that Place of his Education, 
as well as Scene of his Government for ſeveral 


| Years. In that Capacity, he endeavoured to 


encourage Learning in the moſt obliging Man- 
ner; he both diſtinguiſhed ſtudious and ſober 
Young Men by his own Favour, and recom- 
mended thoſe of a more promiſing Genius to 


the Favour of their Superiours, that by the In- 


tereſt of Great Men they might meet with 
ſuitable Rewards of their ſeveral Studies. 


| When "TH Lordſhip removed from the See 
of Oxford to that of Lichfield and Coventry, 


he did not merely repair, but almoſt rebuild - 


as well as adorn, the Epiſcopal Houſe at Ec- 
cleſball; and made fuch Alterations in what 
was left by his Predeceſſor in an imperfect 
State, (upon his Tranſlation to the See of 
Morceſter,) as to render it a commodious and 


agreeable Seat. I do not on this occaſion pre- 


tend 


[ 9 ] 
tend to inſinuate any thing that may in the 
leaſt derogate from the high Character of that 
excellent Perſon Biſhop Lloyd, to whoſe Me- 
mory all that have any Value for a ſuperiour 


Degree of Learning cannot but pay a juſt De- 


ference and Honour. That Prelate muſt be 


acknowledged to. have deſerved: very well of 
all future Biſhops of that See, and indeed of 
the Church itſelf, as he cauſed the Ruins of 
the old Epiſcopal Caſtle at Eccleſball, a Seat 
that had not been inhabitable from the Times 
of Confuſion, to be removed; and erected an 
Houſe on the Site of Part of them, though 
not finiſhed in ſo ample a manner as he pro- 


poſed to do, nor with that elegant Taſte that 


was ſhewn by his Succeſſor, Biſhop Hougb, in 


the Reformation of his Plan; which, however, 


was carried on at a very conſiderable Expence 


of each of them. It is likewiſe worth our Ob- 
ſervation here, that the latter good Biſhop, 
whilſt he was in the See of Lichfield and Co- 


ventry, procured an Act of Parliament for an- 


nexing the Living of Tattenbill to the Deane- 


ry of Lichfeld, on account of its inſufficient 
C - - Maintenance; 


DE ENS as 


[ 10 ] . 
Maintenance; the Income of which Dignity 


is ſaid to have been doubled by that Augmen- 
tation. | 


But the moſt beneficial Inſtance of Biſhop 
Hough's publick Generoſity was given upon 
his Tranſlation to the See of Worceſter, when 
he rebuilt fo great a Part of the Epiſcopal Pa- 
lace at Worceſter, and made ſuch Improve- 
ments in his other Seat at Hartlebury, that 
(as is aſſerted by good Hands) he expended 
upon both thoſe Houſes at leaſt Seven Thou- 
ſand Pounds. And theſe Schemes were exe- 
cuted with ſo nice a Judgment, that his 
Lordſhip has left little to be ſuperadded by 
any of his Succeſſors towards perfecting both 
thoſe Epiſcopal Seats. 


As for his more private Acts of Charity 


there is good Reaſon to believe (from ſeveral 


proper Intimations) that they conſtantly ran 
very high, and were very extenſive. And 
with regard to his occaſional Charities, it is 
well-known to thoſe that were more particu- 

| larly 


li 111 
lady acquainted with his Lordſhip, and the 
numerous Objects of them, that they were 
diſtributed with a very liberal Hand, and in 
an uncommon Proportion. 


With reſpect to his uſual Manner of living, 


it was very agreeable to his Function, hoſpita- 
ble without Profuſeneſs, and adjuſted ſuitably 
to his own Circumſtances, and to thoſe with 
whom he had any Buſineſs or Correſpondence. 
His Converſation with all Perſons was full of 
Humanity and Candour, as well as it was 
prudent and inſtructive. 


And as he treated all Sorts of Perſons, and 
of what Party ſoever in ſecular Affairs, with 
Courteouſneſs and Affability; fo he ſhew'd a 
great Equality of Temper, and a Largeneſs of 
Soul, towards ſuch as differed from him in 


ſome Opinions in Religious Matters. Indeed 


I know but of one Exception in his Conduct 
towards the latter Sort of Men; namely, that 
he had formed fo juſt an Idea of the groſs 
Abuſes of the Church of Rome, and of the 


ſcandalous . 
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ſcandalous as well as dangerous Corruptions of 


the Chriſtian Religion in that Communion, 


that if ever he expreſſed a more than ordinary 
Warmth, or rather ſome Degree of Indigna- 
tion, it was ſhewn in expoſing thoſe Doctrines 
and Practices of that degenerate Church, that 
have fo much diſgraced the Profeſſion” of 


| Chriſtianity and promoted the Cauſe of Infi- 


2 80 


But his Kindrel to his particular Friends 
ſhone moſt brightly in the Entertainments of 
his Converſation with them, in his affectionate 
Correſpondence with the abſent Part of them, 
in his Readineſs to uſe all Opportunities of 
ſerving them, and in the Firmneſs and Con- 
ſtancy of his Profeſſions of Friendſhip through- 
out the Courſe of ſo long a Life. He mixed 
the Gentleman and the Biſhop on all proper 
Occaſions, and eſpecially with regard to his 
own Clergy, whom he treated with fuch a 
Brotherly Condeſcenſion, and in fo obliging a 
Manner, as to. be entirely beloved by them; 
and at the fame time he well knew how to 

preſerve 


o 
7 
* 
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preſerve the Dignity of his Station, and the 
Reverence due to the Epiſcopal Character. A 
Behaviour, that renders it a more difficult 
Task than ordinary to ſucceed him in his See, 
by an Imitation of thoſe Virtues that equally 
procured him the Affection and Veneration of 
the Clergy, and the Reſpect and Honour of 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed Part of the Laity. 


It would be inexcuſable if I omitted here 


to take notice of that peculiar Happineſs of 


his Lordſhip's Compoſitions, which is ſo very 
conſpicuous not only in his more elaborate 


Diſcourſes from the Pulpit, but in the Gentle- 
manly, polite, and friendly Manner of his 


Epiſtolary Correſpondence; in which latter 
Kind of Writing he muſt be allowed to have 
excelled. But ſince thoſe Graces that appear- 


ed fo advantageouſly in his Letters are well- 


known to all that have been favoured with 
any of them, or have peruſed them by the 
Indulgence of others, it is unneceſſary to add 
any thing here about his fine Talent of wri- 

D * ting 
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ting them; and more eſpecially it would be 


ſuperfluous to enlarge upon it, it a well cho- 
ſen Collection of them ſhall be thought pro- 


per to be. communicated in due Time to the 


Publick. 


But "Ok much ſoever that valuable Accom- 
pliſhment, of which his Lordſhip was ſo great 
a Maſter, may be admired by the beſt Judges, 
it muſt at the ſame time be allowed to admit 
of no Manner of Compariſon with the more 
ſohd Ornaments of his Moral Excellencies, 


that were raiſed to ſo high a Degree of Per- 
fection, and of ſo genuine and unaffected a 


Piety as he was endued with. Of theſe his 
more exalted Qualitics all that had the Honour 


of his Friendſhip and Correſpondence, in any 


Part of his Life, are irrefragable Witneſſes. 


But more eſpecially, his Heavenly Temper of 


Mind, his Contempt of the World, and his 


Indifference for Life, were moſt viſible in the 


latter Period of his Own. His Aſpirations after 


a better State, as founded upon Chriſtian Prin- 


ciples, 


N 
BEI 


[WE 
ciples, appeared clearly on many former Oc- 
caſions; but his firm Faith in the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel exerted itſelf moſt remarkably in 
his declining Years, as well in Converſation 
with ſome of his Friends about his Hopes of 
a better State, and even his own Private 
Thoughts of the Nature of that State; as in 
ſeveral Letters to Others of them about the 
gradual Decays of his Body, the juſt Senſe he 
had of his approaching Diſſolution, and his 
entire Reſignation to the Will of God. To 


omit other Inſtances, his Chriſtian Temper of 


Mind was fully expreſſed in a Letter wrote by 
him but a little before his Death to the pre- 
ſent Lord Digby, a Perſon eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed by his Goodneſs and Piety; in which, 


| after an Acknowledgment of the antient 


Friendſhip he had with that truly Honourable 
Lord, and of his own ſincere Regard for his 


noble Family and Relations, he uſes theſe me- 


morable Words of himſelf, „I am weak and 
« forgetful, in other reſpects I have Eaſe to 
« a Degree beyond what I durſt have thought 


« on 


[ 16 } . 
on when Years began to mul tiply upon me: N 
I wait contentedly for a Deliverance out of I 
this Life into a better, in humble Confi- 
dence that by the Mercy of God, through 
the Merits of his Son, I ſhall Rand at the 
Reſurrection on his Right Hand. And 
when you, my Lord, have ended thoſe 
Days that are to come (which I pray may 
be many and comfortable) as innocently 
and exemplarily as thoſe that are paſſed, 1 
doubt not of our meeting in that State 
where the Joys are unſpeakable and will al- 


ways endure,” 


1 And as he had on many former Occaſions 
0 | expreſſed his well-grounded Hopes of Immor- 
1 zality, ſo they gradually grew ſtronger upon 
him, and ſeemed to be more vigorous in pro- 
portion to the Decays of his Body. Indeed 
the even Temper of his Mind bore ſo juſt a 
Proportion to his well-tempered Conſtitution 
of Body, as by an happy Reſult of both to 
extend his Age to the Beginning of his Nine- 
ty-third 


1 

ty-third Year, and almoſt to the Completion 
of the Fifty-third Year of his Epiſcopate. If 
one of his Lordſhip's Predeceſſors in the See 
of Lichfield and Coventry, the learned Bi- 
ſhop Morton *, lived about three Years longer 
than he did; yet the former of them had not 
been fo long fatigued with the Labours of the 
Epiſcopal Function by about nine Years as the 
latter +. But to caſt only a curſory Eye upon 
all the minuter Diſtinctions of human Life, as 
the whole is at beſt of a ſhort Duration; Bi- 
ſhop Hough's Lamp of Life burnt clear, if 
not. bright, to the laſt; and though his Body 
was weak, he had no Pain or. Sickneſs; as he 
himſelf acknowledged, not only on ſeveral Oc- 
caſions at a conſiderable Diſtance of Time 
from his Death, but even a few Minutes be- 
fore he expired; (how much ſoever it may 
have been reported that he died of the late 
Epidemical Fever.) It may well be doubted, 


* Yiz. to his Ninety-fifth Year. 
+ . He was Biſhop Forty-four Years, See Biſhop Mor- | 

ton's Life by Dr. Barwick. 
E | whether 


BS > 


whether he felt the Agonies that are uſual at 


the Separation of Soul and Body: But it is 
certain that he died very ſedately, and with a 


quiet Mind; his Eud was Peace, and he en- 


joyed Tranquillity ar the laſt. The Eaſineſs 


of his Death ſeems to have been as much de- 
rived from the Serenity of his Mind and a 
good Conſcience, as from his inſenſibly ex- 
hauſted Spirits; or rather by a Concurrence of 
both, in the Scripture- language, he gently fel/ 
afleep. He died ſatisfied with a long Life, 
equally full of Days and Honour, and with a 
pleafing Proſpect of that Salvation which God 
had Dew him, Though his Friends might 
have been for ſome time prepared for his Final 
Change by the Infirmities that muſt be ſuppo. 
fed to attend a Life fpun out to fo uncommon 
2 Length, yet the Loſs of ſo good a Man is 
as much lamented by all that knew him, as if 
they had been deprived of him in his earlier 
Years and the more active Part of his Life. 
But their greateſt Conſolation is, that his 
whole Life here, though comparatively long, 

was 


( 19 ] 
was but a ſhort Education for that unconceiva- 
bly Happy State, of which without doubt he 
is now in as full Poſſeſſion, as can be expected 
antecedently to the Joyful Re-union of Soul 
and Body at the Conſummation of all Things. 


June 29. 1743. 


Page 10. l. 15. after the Word, Charity, put 

a Comma: and after a Sentence thus con- 
cluding, towards per fecting both thoſe Epi ſ- 
copal Seats, add the following Paragraph, 


Dix. 


In what higher Inſtances of doing good, 


his Lordſhip's generous Temper would have 
_ exerted itſelf, if he had embraced the Oppor- 


tunity offered him of his honoured with the 


Metropolitical Dignity, 
wile and good Arch-biſhop Zeniſon, I ſhall not 
pretend 


the Demiſe of the 


. 
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pretend to determine. But it is certain, that 


* 


his declining to accept of that high Station is no 
Teſs to be aſcribed to the too modeſt and num- 


ble Sentiments he had entertained of his oWw n 


Abilities to diſcharge aright the Obligations of 
it, than to the judicious Opinion he had form- 
ed of the ſollicitous Cares and perplexing” 
ficulties that unavoidably attend that m 
eminent Poſt in the Church. 8 


* * 


